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What is the difference between http:// and https:// at the 

beginning of a website address? 

You may not always notice but websites have either http:// or https:// before main domain name 
part of the address. 


If you go to the BBC website, for example, you will type www.bbc.co.uk ,  their homepage then 
appears and in your browsers address bar you will see something like


Depending on your web browser you may notice that the the https://www. is not shown but there 
is a padlock instead, indicating that the site is secured by end to end encryption across the 
Internet.   


In the past you would only usually see the padlock or the full https:// on a websites that took 
credit card payments or which asked for passwords.  Last year, Google announced that they are 
going to flag up your website as insecure if they don’t run in the https secure mode and ask 
visitors for any information.  This includes websites which are not online stores but only have as 
little as a contact form or search function.  Google also now rank sites running in https secure 
mode higher than equivalent sites which only operate in http insecure mode.


How do I make my site have a https:// or padlock? 

You need to apply something call an SSL (Secure Sockets Layer) certificate to your website.  This 
authenticates your website and creates a secure connection between the web browser and the 
web server, meaning data entered by someone visiting your site is secure, this could be name and 
address info or payment info.  


Applying the SSL certificate will mean that your website will start with https:// and have a padlock 
alongside.  


Reasons for getting a SSL certificate 

As I touched upon earlier google has been marking as ‘unsecure’ any site which has text to be 
input into a form, even if there is no passwords or payment details being entered.


Google use https:// as a ranking signal, meaning that if you do have a SSL certificate it will have a 
positive contribution to your SEO.


Some ISP’s (Internet Service Providers) and firewall software blocks unsecured sites, which can 
prevent people finding you.
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How do I get an SSL Certificate 

Your hosting company should be your first port of call.  If the person/company who build your 
website deals with your hosting company, you should speak to them.  Some hosting companies 
will offer reasonably priced SSL certificates for a few pounds a year, other want to charge more.  If 
your hosting company want to charge you a lot of money a year, then it may be worth changing 
hosting companies.


If you are not happy with what you are being told by your hosting company, let me know so I can 
provide further advice.


When asking your provider to set-up SSL on your site it is also important to ensure that http 
request correctly redirect visitors to the https version of your site. If this is not set-up correctly 
Google will see both the http and https versions and could reduce your ranking because of what it 
will perceive to be duplicate content. If you would like me to check this is working correctly for 
you please get in touch.
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